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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT FIGUERES HITS STANDARD FRUIT ON 
NATIONAL TV HOOK-UP 

1. IN A NATIONAL TV ADDRESS ADVERTISED AS A REVIEW OF HIS 

JUST COMPLETED TRIP THROUGH SEVERAL SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES, 
PRESIDENT FIGUERES TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET IN SOME HARD 
KICKS AT STANDARD FRUIT. AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS APRIL 10, 
FIGUERES CHARACTERIZED HIS TRIP AS A ' COMPLETE SUCCESS," 

SPOKE BRIEFLY ABOUT EACH STOP, BUT RESERVED THE MAJOR PORTION 
OF HIS REMARKS FOR THE BANANA INDUSTRY. 

2. FIGUERES LABELED STANDARD FRUIT'S BEHAVIOR AS AN "ABUSE 
OF POWER WHICH ENDANGERS DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY," REFERRING TO 
ITS ATTITUDE AS COLONIALIST AND SMACKING OF THE 19TH CENTURY. 
(LA NACION ENTITLED ITS RUNDOWN OF THE SPEECH, 
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OUT THE IRONY OF THE PRESIDENT'S OWN ABUSES.) FIGUERES 

SAID STANDARD FRUIT HAD THREATENED HIM 

AND WAS CAMPAIGNING AGAINST THE BANANA TAX. ONE 

PRESS VERSION REPORTED THAT HE SAID EQUADOR IS NOT AGAINST 

THE TAX. FIGUERES PRAISED THE COSTA RICAN INDEPENDENT 

BANANA PRODUCERS WHICH, HE SAID, CULTIVATE ABOUT ONE 
THIRD OF THE ACREAGE IN BANANAS AND ADDED THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL GUARANTEE THE INDEPENDENTS (ASBANA) 
COLONES 17 PER 40-POUND BOX. 

3. WITH REGARD TO COFFEE, FIGUERES SAID HE HAD GOTTEN 
THE SUPPORT OF BRAZIL AND COLOMBIA FOR: (1) A CONTRIBUTION 
OF $1 PER BAG OF EXPORTED COFFEE FROM EACH PRODUCING 
COUNTRY TO BE USED TO STRENGTHEN A WORLDWIDE COFFEE 
PROMOTION CAMPAIGN; AND (2) FORMATION OF A CENTRAL AMERICAN- 
MEXICAN COFFEE MARKETING ARRANGEMENT LIKE THE EXISTING 
ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN BRAZIL, COLOMBIA, THE IVORY COAST 
AND ANGOLA. 

LANE 
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